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What is Online Media Law for schools? 
 
Online Media Law provide training, resources and consultancy for schools to help pupils 
navigate online environments safely, legally and responsibly. Unlike other digital literacy 
projects, Online Media Law focuses almost exclusively on the criminal, legal and rights-
based frameworks governing online content and conduct here in the UK. 
 
The training is designed and delivered by an academic expert with extensive educational 
experience. Holly Powell-Jones has been running Online Media Law sessions in 
schools since 2013, thanks to substantial grant funding from the Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Surrey. In 2016-17, her schools training directly reached more 
than 15,500 pupils aged 8-18 years old across the county. Workshop content is regularly 
updated to include changes to the law in England and Wales (such as the criminalisation 
of ‘revenge porn’ in 2015 and the proposed new bill on ‘upskirting’) and sessions are 
designed to be engaging, interactive and thought provoking for both students and staff. 
 
Why do we need it? 
 
The number of reported crimes on social media has been rising over recent years[1], with 
authorities vowing to ‘crack down’ on issues like underage ‘sexting’[2] and online hate 
speech[3]. It’s also been revealed that in the UK hundreds of children, as well as adults, 
have been subject to police investigations for social media misuse[4]. 
  
While schools in England are already required to educate students about e-safety (aims 
to prevent young people from becoming digital victims), the aim of this training is to 
ensure they are educated about media and communication law (preventing either 
inadvertent or deliberate digital offending). We believe that in the digital age, all young 
people deserve to be educated on the laws governing social media, especially as we 
have the lowest age of criminal responsibility in Europe[5]. 
  
Content covered: 
The training covers a variety of criminal and civil laws relating to digital communications, 
including those relating to: indecent imagery (‘sexting’ and ‘revenge porn’), malicious 
and grossly offensive material, threats, abuse and hate speech online, contempt of 
court and rights to anonymity, defamation (libel), privacy and copyright. We also 
include case studies relating to the ‘digital footprint’ and how social media misuse can 
affect reputation and future prospects. 
 
Options for delivery: 
Offerings can comprise of one or a combination of the following: 

o An interactive assembly-style presentation (for an entire school or year 
group, depending on size of the assembly hall space) 

o In-depth workshop sessions for a class (PSHE, IT or selected groups) 
o Courtroom role-play, debating the legalities of different social media cases 
o Consultancy meetings and advice with leadership teams or heads of 

wellbeing to discuss social media/anti-bullying policy and strategies 
o Training sessions, Q&A and guest speaking slots for teaching staff and/or 

parents evenings 
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Staff recommendations from previous clients: 
 
“Both sessions were very interactive using relevant case studies which kept the students 

engaged and interested. Holly dealt very effectively with a group of over 100 students 
and the many questions that followed these discussions.  She is professional but also 

addressed the audience confidently on their level. I am very happy to recommend Holly 
and the content of these sessions which are very informative and a different approach to 

online safety lessons.” – Jo Moran, Head of PSHE at St Paul’s Girls’ School 
 

“Holly is a fantastic presenter.  She is very knowledgeable of the law surrounding Social 
Media and was able to answer questions from Staff, Parents and Students with ease. 
Her manner in all the presentations was extremely engaging, and everyone left with a 

wealth of knowledge about the issues discussed. We will definitely be looking into getting 
her back again”- James Rhatigan, Head of Year 9 at The Perse School 

 
“Thank you for providing a fast-paced, highly intelligent and relevant survey of online 

media law for our 6th form. Pupils were appreciative and staff were taking notes. We will 
be asking you to talk to other year groups very soon.” - Brian Smith, Head of Wellbeing 

at Westminster School 
 
About the tutor: 
Dr. Holly Powell-Jones has been teaching online media law since 2013, after qualifying 
as a broadcast journalist and working as a TV and radio reporter and newsreader for a 
number of years. Her online media law training for schools was awarded four years’ of 
funding from the Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey between 2013-17. She has 
experience as media law and ethics module leader on BA and MA journalism courses at 
Goldsmiths UoL, and is a guest lecturer on a number of PR and media degrees. Her PhD 
research at City UoL, which investigates youth perceptions of the legal risks of social 
media misuse, was passed with no corrections in December 2018. 
 
Further information: 
We combine an overview of the legislation with interactive discussion of real-life case 
studies to ensure pupils have a practical (as well as theoretical) understanding of where 
those legal boundaries lie. We always conclude with time for open Q&A, and provide key 
resources for further advice and support. Bookings can easily be tailored to suit school 
requirements on content, timing or delivery. Please note: training does not constitute a 
legal qualification, nor legal advice. Please email if you have any further questions. 
Rates:  
£650 for a full day, £455 for a half-day, plus travel expenses for schools outside of 
London. Negotiable rates are available for schools with a high proportion of FSM pupils. 
 

For further information, please visit: OnlineMediaLaw.co.uk 
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